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Treatiſe, entitled, 


a 


Divine Truths Findicated ; 7 


Being the Motives "of this Gentleman 
Converſion to the Church of England. 


1 Kings xxii. 21, 22. 


And there came forth a Spirit and ftood 
before the Lord, and ſaid, I will 
perſuade him. And the Lord ſaid 
unto him, Wherewwith? And he ſaid, 
Iwill go forth and be a lying Spirit 


in the Mouth of all his Prophets. 


And he ſaid, T hou ſhalt perſuade him, 
and prevail alſo : Go forth and do ſo. 


HE SE Words were ſpoken by 
the Prophet Micaiab, to forewarn 
the Kings of 1/rael and Judah 
againſt going to Ramoth- Gilead, 
after he had told them that he 
had ſeen, in a Viſion, all I/iael ſcatter d upon 
dhe Hills, as Sheep that had not a Shepherd; 
J nd adviſed every Man to return to his own 
kouſe in Peace, inſtead of lifting under the 
King's Banner, and gathering themſelves into 
hatallions. As to the Prophets of Samaria, 
A ho ſpoke not ĩnſpired, but what they thought 
would pleaſe the King, he aſſured both 
; . 1 King 
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King and People, that they had a hinz 
Spirit in their Mouths, as it proved, t 
the Coſt of the King's Life and Loſs 0 
Battle. 
I am not skill'd enough in the Caballiftic Gi 
Science, to make this Prophecy particular) 
directed againſt Popery, nor have I the Con 
fidence to aſſure this Auditory, that by thi 
Words of my Text, explained by the Rule 
of Notarica, (the ſecond Part of the Cabal 
that the Biſhops of Rome are meant, altho 
the Fewiſh Doctors, out of the Hebrew wy 
could find who the Many were that ſhoul 
riſe againſt David, figuratively the People off 
Hrael, ſpoken of in the 1ſt Verſe P/alm ili. viz 
the Romans, the Babylonians, the Jonicks ol 
Grecians, and the Medes. I leave ſuch ſuper 
ſtitious Raveries to thoſe who think they c 


account for their Time ſpent in them. Thin 
J am ſure of; there is a fatal Pertinency beW M 
twixt the Condition of the eus in thoſÞjd g 
Times, and that of the Chriſtians in theſeRWcak 
And the Words of my Text are perfectly ape P. 
plicable to the latter, (which is enough fofting 
me) altho' ſpoken to the former. one” 

The {/raelites had a King, whoſe FatheWvar 
Omri was let up by a Part of the People thaſſſads 
prevailed, not choſen by God, nor anointed ſhe 
King by any Prophet, 1 Kings xvi. 17. The Chia 


ſtians have a Pope, whoſe Fathers and Fore 
fathers ſate up themſelves for Kings of King 
Comptrollers of the Univerſe, Umpires not 
only in Church Matters, but alſo in thoſe o 
State 
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ate: But neither had the Lord choſen theſe *, 

or were they anointed by the Lord, nor did 
e Spirit of the Lord come upon them. The 
King of 1/rael was aiming to conquer Ramoth 
alci/zad - "Theſe Popes are for making the whole 
[World tributary to them. King Ahab took 
he Opportunity of ſubjecting Ramoth-Gilead, 
hen the powerful King Fehoſaphat was with 
im: Pope Leo the firſt, (who laid the Cor- 
Ec-Stone of Popery) laid it then, + when the 
mperor Valentinian was of his Side, when 
e abetted his wicked Cauſe in the Oppreſ- 
on of St. Hilary, Archbiſhop of Arles, and 
men he aimed at bringing all the Biſhops of 
e Weſt under his Juriſdiction F. The King 
xks the Word of God from falſe Prophets, 
ir his Pretence : The Biſhop of Rome inverts 
e written Word, ſets himſelf up for the 
n and Thummim, whereby God manifeſted 
Is Will to the Fews ; he ſpeaks what he liſts, 
d gives out for God's Truth whatever he 
deaks, and whatever is to his Intereſt that 
ic People ſhould believe. King 4hab's con- 
ting falſe Prophets, and the Biſhop of 
me's ſpeaking, and making his Pricſts ſpeak 
Wards the Inverting of the Holy Scriptures, 
as in both to a Guidance of a lying Spirit; 
news they are both bent upon their own 
ays, without any ſeeking of God, and 


K 
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* 1 Sam. xvi. 8, ec. 

ll: Ann. Dom. 445. ſexto Juni. 

\ Fleury, Hiſt, lib. 27. n. 5. 
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lou any ſubordinate Will to Ani 
Yet they both, in the Eye of the Wo! 1. 7 
pretend to ſock: the Lord, and ſtrive to make 4 F 
the Populace believe they have the Appro4 
bation of Heaven. But they do this with 3 
twofold Difference-: The firſt is, that King if 
Ahab conſulted falſe Prophets about Succeſt 5 
in Battle, in a thing that is not malum lM... 
fe And it tended at moſt but to the 'Loſ 
of a temporal Life. Whereas the Biſhop 0 
| Rome makes God ſpeak what he never utter ay « 
about the Divine Worſhip, about Ho 
Things, and about Matters wherein the EterI;., 
nal Salvation of Souls is concern'd. 
A ſecond Difference is, that King Ahal 
ſent to ask thoſe for God's Word, whom h( 
thought might impart it to him, or elſe 77 
certainly would not have ventur d his Life. 
upon their Word: Whereas the Biſhop oH 
Rome knows he has not the Word of God 
for what he pretends to, but to ſupply that 
commands, under Pain of Damnation, every ets 
one to believe, by an implicit F aith, tha ao. 
God ſpeaks by his Mouth, and writes by 19 
Pen; he tells you, that God means him ang! 
his Succeſſors only, when the Keys of th 
Kingdom of Heaven were beſtowed; thoug gala 
by an unforeſeen Incoherence five Holy Ne Nahe cn. 
tives of this Iſland, * St. Ofwald the Kings 
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. 5 Aidan, St. Finan, St. Colman Biſhops, and 
„Hilda the Abbeſs, who would never have 
4 do with him, nor own his Supremacy, 
were admitted into his Roll of Saints. 
hen Chriſt ſpeaks to his Apoſtles of feed- 
ng his Flock, of forgiving of Sins, he tells 
jou, it belongs to himſelf ſolely, to do all 
tis He, in this Caſe, makes himſelf Party, 

udge, and Jury: And though Chriſt was 
he Corner-Stone, thoug h no body could put 
ay other Foundation — what was put, 
[i Cor. iii. 11. theugh St. Paul had the Care 
of all Churches,132 Cor. xi. 28. though Sto 


hon, Gal. 11. 8., Vitthe - Roman Biſhop ſti- 
les the Evidence of theſe Texts, to 2 
Wt the Ruler, of the World, and himſelf 


his Prelate has; carried on his Villainy with: 
nore Succeſs for many Ages, than the leſs. 
duty King followed the Advice of his Pro- 
mets, it is becauſe the Meaſure of his Cup 
$not yet full; the Heap of the Wrath of 
bod is not yet treaſur'd up to the Brim, the 
il Spirit being let forth, is ſuffer'd to de- 
eye 'till he comes to be weighed in God's 
balance, and the appointed Time approach 
the Ruin of this Babylon, * as: even Fleuiy 
als it, and quotes the Revelations for it 
100. 7 5 24 
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But ſome will ask why God ſuffers th. ds 
Spirit of Lying to go forth and prevail, an 
how it is that he prevails, eſpecially ſin 
all Mankind univerſally are bent againſt hi 
prevailing over them? To the Firſt I anſwer 
That God's bidding Satan go forth, and tha. 
he ſhould prevail, does not imply a Com 
mand, but a bare Permiſſion, and his Pre 
ſcience of the Conſequence. God impoſes ne 
Neceſſity on any Body to hearken to a lyingf 
Spirit; but when Men love Darkneſs bette 
than Light, when they change the Truth o 
God into a Lye, when *they worſhip thi 
Creature more than th&Cretcor, when the 
do not like to retain God in their Knowledge 
they cannot think that God inſpires them ſi 
to do, that God will be the Reward and Pur 
chaſe of ſo doing: Tis Folly to think of doing 
the Works of the Devil, and not to be fur 
of getting his Reward. Yerily I ſay unto po 
ſay the Scriptures, that they who do ſuc 
Things ſhall not enter into the Kingdom 0» 
Heaven; that they are given over to a Ref 
probate Mind, to do Things not convenient 
and to vile Affections. , 

A Man being once given over by Almighty 
God, through the Weight of his bodily Luſty: ; 
the Temptations of the World, and the In- 
ſtigation of Satan, runs into Ruin inevitably 
Man is a free Agent, and through his mani. 
fold Corruptions chuſes theſe Ways; he do. 
Voluntarily, without Compulſion, with Pre 
ference what he does, though all he _ 4 

. tend 
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hands to his own Perdition. Through his 
nn Fault he wants the Divine Light to ſhew 
Win where to walk, and Divine Supplies of 
race to enable him to walk there, but theſe 
will not ſeek,” though he can do no good 
ithout them. I will not add here the 
pinion of John Damaſcen, that the Guardian 
heels intirely deſerted ſuch Men for their 
ft Crimes, and left them Defenceleſs, to be 
rey to the Devil, becauſe almoſt all other 
vines are of Opinion, that the Guardianſhip 
Men by Angels, is a Performance of the 
vine Decrees, and therefore is always 
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heWbſcrved by them while Men are in this | 
georld; yet 'tis moſt certain, that from aban- 1 
red Men they do not remove all Occaſions of '| 
ur, nor promote them fo efficaciouſly to Good, ll 
r defend them 1o powerfully from Dangers, id 


cauſe God, whoſe Miniſters they only are, 
5 given ſuch Men up unto their own Hearts 
iſt, to walk in their own Counſels : So it 
hinted in the Prophet Feremy, where the 
W'-cls ſeem to ſay, Ve would have healed 
bylon, but ſhe is not healed : Forſake her, 
i let u5 go every one into his own Country, 
r. li. 9. And in the Prophet Jaiah, 
nd nord go to; Iwill tell you what I will do 
my Vineyard; I will take away the Hedge 1 
kreof, and it ſhall be eaten up, and break 1 
an the Mall thereof, and it An be trodden 1 
„ ôJha. v. 5. When the Fence is taken 
ay, and the Wall broken down, a Vine- 
is deſperately expoſed ! 
ö B 


As 
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As to the Query, How dit is that in jth 
Condition the Devil prevails. over, Men 


Divines tell us ris principally by Three wh 
Firſt, He deceives us, by ſhewing that to be 
preſent which is not; by. obtruding Specic 01 
to the Mind ſo ſtrongly, that what the Min * 
then beholds ſeems to be true. Secondly” 
He deceives, by ſhewing a Thing otherwif 80 
than it is, which is done ae by diſorderad 
the Organs, v. g. in the Sight, by caſting tc 2 
much Moiſture on the Lachrymal Glan 
which makes the Tunica Cornea more pelluci 1 
than it ſhould be, and the Rays of Lig Aft 
more diſturbed ; or thro his el Abit he 
for being ſtill of an Angelical Creation, and At 
Rational Being, without the Impediments Dec! 
a Body, he preſerves a great Rational Kno * 
ledge, and can do very ſoon what Man | 21 
long Labour may do by Art, and more tc Is 
as his Knowledge 1s greater, and his Capaci FE 
more extenſive. By his Power the Magiciaf py 
of Egypt turned their Staffs into Serpents bet” * 
King Pharaoh; and Apollenius ThyanauW V1 
worked ſuch Wonders as almoſt vied with t 7 1 
Miracles of the Apoſtles. Thirdly, He Ae 
ceives us by putting ObRacles in the Way ti th : 
we may not ſcek after Truth, nor diſcern it wh : oy 
it is preſent ; this he does often, by excitif uy 


the Paſſions, and ſometimes by deluding if 
Senſes with Har Phantoſm or Shadow. 


* Apolionins in Fleury Hiſt, lib. 1. 
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he did to the Companions of Diomedes Þ, 
who ſeemed to be turned into Birds; or, 
when the Companions- of Dies, by Circe 
were turn'd into Beaſts: ; if there be any Credit 
o be had to theſe Stories. 

By the Workings of a lying Spirit is the 
Coming in of Popery, with all Power, and 
tions, and lying Wonders, for God has po 
them a firong Deluſſon that they ſhould believe 
He, 2 Theſfſ: ii. ver. 9, I. 


'This is the Subject that J propoſe for this 
\fternoon's Diſcourſe, and I have choſen 
he Words of my Text to perform the greateſt 
Action of my Life by, as being the moſt 
Declarative of the Errors of that Church 
whoſe Commumon I Renounce ; and ſince 
leligion is a Thing of Choice, not of Chance, 
x inherent to Nativity, in a long and bleſſed 
Eternity, I hope I ſhall receive the Reward 
pointed in the Cabinet of God's CO 
br the Abjuration of Errors. 

Under the ſame Words of my Text, I am 
b open a Scene of Horror and Confuſion to 
ink when I look back to behold what 

| have believed; a Scene of Dangers to 
thers, wherein they may ſee the blackeſt 
of Seductions, the worſt of Impoſitions, the 
ot fatal of all Confequences attending all 


1 i "ITY in. 


i duguſtings lib. 18. de Civitat. Dei, c. 16. 
B 2 ſuch 
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ſuch as leave the Word of God, to ſeek Sal 
vation by the Arm and Power of Man, 
To anſwer this - Deſign more - effeRo 
Qtually, I will divide my following Dj 
courſe into two Parts, to attack the ty 
principal Impoſtures of that Sect of Men 
whoſe chimerical Glory is to be Infallible ani 
Supreme. I could do the ſame by runnin 
through all the diſtinguiſhing Points which 
make the Separation betwixt our moſt Holy 
and that moſt Adulterate Religion, but Ti 
is too ſhort for that here! and beſides, 
ſtand engaged to do it another Way. 


In my Fir Part, then, here I ſhall ſhew 

That a Spirit of Error, a lying Spiri 
ſits in the Mouths of their Prelates an 
Paſtors, when they talk of the Infall 
bility of their Popes, even with thei 
Councils. 


In the Second, That the ſame Spirit reign 
there when they preach an univerſal Supre 
macy of the Archbiſhop of old Rome: 
and this I ſhall ſhew firſt by the Holy 
Scriptures, and then by the Authority o 
the Primitive Ages, and out of their ow 
Authors chiefly, 


As to my Firft Part, tis plain, that the > 
Holy Scriptures give us no Account of any | 
Infallibility in the Councils of Men. Alg 
19 God promiſed indeed his * 
| pin 
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pirit to guide his Faithful into all Truth, 
on xvi. ver. 13. Yet that was not ap- 
pointing an Aſſembly of Men to do it by. 
t was but putting them in Mind of what he 
had ſaid before to the Fews which believed 
Won him, F ye continue in my Word, ye are 
w Diſciples indeed, and ye ſhall know the 
ſruth, &c. St. John viii. 31, 32. And as 
lor the Guidance of the Spirit, it is fully ex- 
plained in St. Paul to the Romans, ch. viii. 
wherein he expounds it to be in walking not 
ucording to the Fleſh, not in living after the 
Fh, but to be in mortifying the Deeds of the 
Body, for that we have received the Spirit of 
Adoption, which Spirit beareth Witneſs with 
ur Spirit, that: we are the Children of God. 
For this Reaſon, when Councils were con- 
ren'd in the primitive Ages, they were con- 
ren'd not to decide at firſt authoritatively the 
Point in Queſtion, but to hear what Witneſs 
the Spirit bore with every one's Spirit about 
the Point in Hand, and upon a great Majority, 
freely conſenting in the Witneſs of the ſame 
Spirit, thoſe that believed as the Spirit bore 
Witneſs to the Majority, were believed the 
Children of God, and thoſe that did not, 
tiew Doctrine was diſapproved. After this, 
the Matter was decided by the Legiſlative 
tower. And if ſuch Deciſions were accepted 
of when promulged in the different Metro- 
polis's of the World, they obliged. 
This was the Practice in former Times of 
keeping Councils, and thus the Holy Spirit 
| | was 
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was known to breathe! Thus were kept the ; 
four firſt General ones, which. all the Worl; oa 


now, but Rome, receives with Veneration 
Thus were kept ſome others, till Popery 
took Footing, and Rome affum'd the Poe 
of ſending the Holy Ghoſt either in Packet 
or Portmanteau's. St. Paul ſays to the Ry 
mans, For you my Name is blaſphemed anus 
the Gentiles, Rom. ii. 24. Were he alive tc 
behold, on the very Spot of Ground whereo Th: 
he ſhed his Blood for the Honour of Cod Ik 
Men proſtituting the Honour of the Third 
Perſon of the Adorable Trinity in fo vile: 
Manner, as to pretend to fend him, by thei 
Bulls or Inſtructions, upon their ambitious o 
Fools Errands; to deny him to preſide bu 
where and when the grand Pontiff will le 
him; to talk of keeping him wholly to him; 
ſelf, as if that Divine Spirit was to be lock't 
up in a Penthouſe, or breathe only where hi 
Holineſs ſhould pleaſe ; what Warmth woul 


he not exert againſt ſo notorious Apoſtacy - 
a Blaſphemy of ſo deep a Dye! *Tis thi *S 
that expoſes that Church to the Scandal o a 
Chriſtians, that Religion to the Mock of In 95 


fidels, that Sort of Worſhip to the Ridicul; 
of all cool thinking Mortals. However, WF. * 
paltiate theſe Enormities, they tell us, tha 
the Apoſtles es + that it ſeemed good i 
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the Holy Ghoſt and them, when they deter- 
nin'd a Matter in Council. But to this I 
anſwer, Firſt, That the Romani ſis have not 
the Fir ſ? Fruits of the Spirit, which the Apo- 
tles had, Rom. viii. 23. Secondly, That 
the Apoſtles conſulted freely among them- 
ſelyes, according as the Spirit gave them 
Power to bear Witneſs and ſpeak : It was 
not done by Letters or Legates. 'Thirdly, 
That God had expreſſed the Subſtance of 
the Matter before, to Peter, in the Affair 
of Cornelius the Centurion, 1o that they could 
readily ſay, It ſeemeth good to the Holy Ghoſt 
nd us, when God had previouſly taught 
them. But the Roman Biſhop ſuffers not 
the Biſhops to ſpeak freely; it muſt be 
frofonentibus Legatis, or not at all; and 
whatever the Council refolves on, is to no 
Purpoſe, unleſs his Holineſs decides in their 
Favour, as appears in the Hiſtories of the 
Council of Trent. Ego definiens ſabſcrif Uh 
ces Pope Eugenius in the“ Council of Fa- 
rence; an Air that no Apoſtle ever uſed in 


"NY: any Councit. Then again, the Biſhop of 
"ur Rome is not before-hand inſtructed by Al- 
* mighty God of the Matter, neither ſearches 
) 


* he the Seriptures which bear Witneſs of God, 
* but if any of the Fathers have given him 
or his Chair a Compliment, that 1s alledged 


AO— 


* Concil, Labbei in Fin. Concil. Florent. 
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. r Divino Right en to 1 We 
See, as ohn Palzologus,” the Greek Empe Th 
ror, obſerved to Pope Eugenius in the Coun Mate 
cil of Florence; Did he, before he decreed in 
any-thing in Councils, conſider whether God Le 
oy revealed what he is about to decide ot. 
the Oriental and Occidental Churche tba 

had never been rent aſunder for the Sake of 
Ceremonies, or want of Homage to that All 
human Deit y. zin 
The firſt Time we meet with the Pope 
concerning himſelf with Councils of Nation 
was in St. Cyprian's Time, and 'tis well 
known that Africa ſtood by its Metropolita 
againſt him. The next was Pope Y7For, but 
St. Irenans ſoon acquainted him of his for 
ward Pretenſions. The third remarkable Ex 
ample we find, is in Pope Julius the FirltWMWna 
out of Socrates + and Sozomen, who fay} 
That Pope Julius, by two Letters to a Na- 
tional Council held at Autioch, aſſerted the 
pretended Supremacy, that they ought to 
have conſulted him firſt, and that it way 
an Eccleſiaſtical Rule, that nothing could 
be validly defin'd in the Church, without 
the Conſent of the Roman Biſhop. But Fleur" 
obſerves, that the Pope ſaid, 7ou ſhoulogſ® 
have conſulted us, meaning the Biſhops of the 


* — 


* Continuar. of Fleury Concil. Flor. pro. 
+ Socrat. Nil. ſt. lib. 2. cap. 17. Edit. Valeſian. 
5 Fleury, lib 12. n. 25. 
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Weſt, in an Affair where the Depoſition of 


ated by their Suffragans, and not himſelf 
my. He adds, That the Original of theſe 
Letters 1s only in the Greek, related by 

K. Athanaſius, Apolog. 2. Valgſſus confeſſes, 
bat thoſe Words || of it being an Ecclefiaſtical 
ue to conſult 750 Biſhop of Rowe are read 
vl n no authentick Copy, and that the Ori- 
znal has them not. Beſides, both © theſe 


pe 
jong'icy are quoted, that no Man of Senſe can 
ie into them. 112999 


The former is dated under Felicianus and 
ſarimian, Conſuls, whereas there were no 
uch Men then in Being; then they mention 
bme Canons for Nicene, that never were 
made there; and thirdly, the Councils of 
ffrica, in their Plea to Pope Boniface, which 
vas in 418. knew nothing of this Sovereign 
dlaim of Pope Julius, though they met an 
Hundred Years after; nor did the See of 
Rome then alledge this for a Precedent, as it 
ertainly would have done, eſpecially ſince the 
ffricans were ſeeking for Precedents in Mat- 
ters of that Nature. Yet all theſe Conſide- 
ations hinder'd not the Paraſites of his Ho- 
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Valeſii Not. in Socrat. in fin. lib. Tom. 2. 
Concil. Labbe Tom. 13. col. 1139. 
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Three Patriarchs of the great Sees was agi- 


letters have ſo many Marks of Forgery as 
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for genuine, to the Greek Fathers in the 
Council of #lorence. 
Indeed the moſt ſolemn and _ audacious . 
Example of former Ages, as to chat r 
: afpiring Pretenſions, is in the Affair of Apia- 
8 ru. Apiarius was an African prieſt; : he 
ö Was condemn'd in Africa; he appeal'd - 
the Pope; the Pope fent Legates into 4fricaS 

1 the Hfricans aſſembled in + Council to hea 
i their Buſineſs : The Legates read their Com- 


[ mi and aſſerted, for the Legality nl 
| Appeals to Rome, the Acts of the Nice do 
Council. The Africans hear that CouncilM/ill 
[ 755 with Veneration, conſult their Copic{ſtoli 
| af it, find there nothing of Appeals ton 
] Rome, ſuſpend their Reſolution till they ind 
| have other Copies from the Greek Orig J D 
| nals; they refuſe them from Rome, they refine 
| ceive them from St. Cyril Patriarch of Ale Wit © 
| endria, they read them, they find no Appeal that 
to Rome allow'd ; wherefore they unanimouflf vith 


declare by a $S' ynodical Letter, that they wil 
not ſuffer 3 to be carried out of the 
own Nation; that they did not believe thi 
Grace of the Holy Ghoſt was wanting « 
any Province, in order to give Biſho 
Strength and neceflary Light, nor was 
credible that God would inſpire one in pai 


* Fleury, lib. 24. n. 35. item n. 5, 6, 7, II. 
t Concil. African. Tom. 2. Concil. p. 476. 
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icular with what was right, and reiuſe to do 
it to a great Number of the ſame: Nation 
embed. How could an ultramarine Judg- 
ment, where Evidence was wanting, be de- 
pended on? And for him to ſend Legates, 
vas not order'd by any Canon : That they 
defire him to ſend no Legates for the fu- 
ture, with Orders to execute any thing, for 
that Africa will ſuffer it no more. Theſe 
were the Words of a primitive, free, natio- 
ml Council, and they will ever ſhew, that 
though Supremacy and Infallibility are the 
fillars of that Church, and are Pride and 
cy Knit together in the higheſt Eleya- 
tion, yet that the Baſis of chem is F f 
ae nd Falſhood. 
gi Not long after this we meet with his Ho- 
4 ineſs at the Council of Chalcedon. There, 
the ſixteenth Seſſion, the Biſhops agree, 
What Conſtantinople ſhall have equal Privileges 
iy With O77 Rome, becauſe it was endowed 
# ith an Imperial Seat and Senate as that 


he's. The Legates were abſent when this 


thWPecree firſt paſs'd, and therefore defir'd a 
WW c-hearing of that Cauſe the next Day “. 


W'ivoted againſt it a Canon of the Council 
at Nice, which gave to the Patriarchate of 
lane the ſuburbicary Provinces; but he read, 


LSD 

3 
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8 


Fleury, lib. 28. n. 30. 
C. 2 Rome, 


was granted: And the Legate Paſchaſinus 
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Rome, dieb has always had the Primat) 
this — found a> Forgery added to the 
Acts, his Plea was diſmiſſed, and the Decree 
was enforced. -- 

This is the laſt of the Four General Coun 
cils which the Church of England admits 
and eyery one of theſe have been mangle 
and abuſed by the Biſhops of Rome, who hay 
expunged ſome Canons * out of the Counci 
of Conſtantinople, ſome out of that of Chal 
cedon, all out of that of Epheſus, and foiſte 
in popes Decretals to fill up the Vacancy 


and guarantee their affected Supremacy. Dio 


yſius Exiguus found this too true, when h 
offerd to make a Collection of Ancien 
3 5 Caſſiodorus was alſo ſenſible © 
it. And the Roman Code directly ſpeak 
Ka: | 
But to come nearer to the Point : Let 
ſee whether a lying Spirit is not in thei 
Mouths, when Council and Pope are both « 
a Side? Pope John +. the Seventh, in 705 
ed the Council in Trullo, without an 


Addition or Amendment, tho' that declares I. 
married State univerſally preferable to a Statf 
of Virginity, and the Council of Trent dey 
fines the Contradictory as an Article of Dig 


vine Faith. 


—B —„ 


—_—— 


* Bochell. Decret. Eccl. Gallican. libs 4 | tit. 21. cap. Is 
T Fleury, lib. 24. n. 10. 
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The firſt, ſecond, and third General Councils 
f Lateran * declared, with the Roman Biſhops 


5 Schiſmatick Biſhops were invalid, yet 
he Contradictory muſt be ſworn to in Pope 
ins Creed, and is contradictorily deter- 
ind in the Council of Trent, as an Article 
Divine Faith. The third Council of La- 
W172 + is deſign'd in the convening of it, to 
form the Church both in Faith and Diſ- 
ipline, and ſo tis ſtil'd, Pro reformandd in 
ide & Moribus Eccleſia. Vet Romaniſts hold 
Wicir Church cannot be reformed in Faith, as 
it being able to err in Faith. 

The fourth Council of Lateran, $ Canon z. 
ares the Pope an abſolute Power of depoſing 
tinces, depoſed itſelf the Emperor Ozho, 
id took the Lands from the Count of Tho- 


et ue, In Canon the fourteenth, || it allows 
heifſWic Marriage of the Higher Clergy, contrary 


the General Councils of Vienna and Trent, 
ie former of which declar'd the Clergy ſo 


W:icommunicated, and Marriage invalid. _ 
ze firſt General Council of Lyons defin'd 


— 


1. Lateran. Concil. conc. Labb. Ann. 1123. c. 891. 
2. Lat. Conc. Aun. 1139. Can. 30. 
3. Lat. Conc. Labb. Ann. 1179. col. 1524. 

Labb. Conc. ibid. 

\ Cabaff. Not. Hiſt. Eccl. in Conc. Lat. 4. 

| Labb. Concil. ad Ann. 1215. 


2 Princes 


the Head of them, that Ordinations made 


marrying excommunicated, and the latter both 


e Pope's Supremacy over the Temporals of 
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Princes, under Pope Innocent the 8 ande! 
depoſed Frederick the Second, Emperor. ore 


Germany | 


The ſecond of Lyons, under Gregory "y ” 
Tenth *, admits the Pope's Supremacy, and iin 
allows Appeals to Rome, contrary to the Iva 12 
firſt General Councils. 00 
The Council of Vienna was call'd to extin 20 
guiſh the Templars under Pope Clement theo 
Fifth, who own'd, That the 5 not ga 
according 2 luquiß ſtion and Proceſs, pronoun 

4 definitive RT againſ# them, and therefor: 
by way of Proviſion, or Apoſtolical Conſtitution 
he, with them, would condemn the Templars by 
1 an irreſiſtible and perpetual Sanction. The holyM(: 
| Father calls the condemning of People unMt: 
' heard, an Apoſtolical Conſtitution and Pro =: 
viſion! Though the ſame People thus con 0 
| demn'd were clear'd the Year following, in Wt 
Council held at Terragoua, as Cardinal Agwirraic 
| afhrms 7. bo! 
1 The Council of Plorente, which ſhouldWM::; 
h have broke up when the Greeks went away, th 
admitted the Pope's Primacy as the Firſt Geney We 
ral Councils and Canons admitted it: This 1), 
1 their Standard, Kab e Tein, & w Tei; meer] Fe 
m3 T ö, cure &c. but when they F: 
were gone, Pope Eugene made a Decree off G 


0 


* Labb. Conc. ad An. 1274. 
+ Concil. Hiſpan. Tom. 3. p. 549. 1 
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eyen Sacraments, in the Name of the OEcu- 
genical Council of Floreuce, although the 
Greeks did not admit that Number, nor were 
weſent to oppoſe it. Vet now every one 


| uſt believe and ſwear, that theſe Seven Sa- 


even, 
— 1 


caments, ſo cooked up by Pope Eugene in this 
(ouncil, are Seven true and proper Sacra- 
xents of the New Law inſtituted by Jeſus 


Chriſt, and that there is no Salvation out of 


his Belief ! 

The Firſt General Conch of Piſa * defines 
Council to be above a Pope. The General 
Council of Conſtauce, Seſſion fourth and fifth, 

bſolutely defines the ſame Thing. T he 
Council of Baſil, which was approv'd of to 
he ſixteenth Seſſion, in the ſecond Seſſion 
kcrees it an Article neceſſary to Sal vation, 
o believe that a General Council is above 
he Pope, and that not to believe ſo is here- 
ical and damnable. The Doctors of Sor- 
unne, in their Declaration to Lewis the Four- 
eenth, Auno 1682. define, that the Senſe of 
eſe Three Councils reaches all Times, as 
rell the Times in Schiſm as out of Schiſm. 
let the fifth General Council of Laterau, 
deſſon 11th, decrees it to be an Article of 
Fath, to believe that the Pope is above a 
General Council, and that, | it is damnable not 
to believe {0. 


1— 


Concil. Piſan. Seſſ. 21. 
I am 
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I am not ignorant of the Evaſions which 
the Patrons oft that Cauſe make uſe of to elude 
the Force of theſe Facts: For, * firſt; they 
ſay, Objectum debet eſſe definibile ; 4 but if it 


10 defined by them, how ſhall People know 
that *tis a Matter not definible. Again f, 


they pretend it muſt be a Decree propoſed to 
the Univerſal Church, not to a particular 
Nation or People ; ſo that a particular Natio 
or People cannot be ſure of having a truc 
Anſwer from them. Thirdly, They ſplit the 
Matter into Queſtions of Fact, and Faith, and 


Right, and Matters neceſſary and not neceſ 


fary to Salvation. But this 1s all frivolous 
and childiſh, for if they define a Thing to 
be neceſſary to Salvation, who in that Church 
dare {peak otherwiſe ? If they define an Opi 


nion to be damnable, if they are not to be 


believ'd, what ſignifies their Judgment? If the 
muſt be beliey'd there is no Room for theſe 
Diſtinctions. A fifth Diſtinction is, That fo 
a Council to oblige, it muſt be promulged 
and received in the different Metropolis's of a 


Kingdom, and by the major Part of the Peo4 
ple, though they are Hereticks, that if for 
Ten Years after a due promulgation it be nog 
recetv'd into Practice, it then ceaſes to oblige] 
If it be received into Practice, and after tha 


— __—___ 


— 


* Bellarmin. ae Sum. Pontif. lib. 4. cap. 14. 
+ Idem; lib. 4. cap. 5. 
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hr the Space of forty Years it has gone into 
Icfuetude by the major Part of the People, 
hat then it alſo ceaſes to oblige. Fhis is the 
ſoctrine of Father Rudefind Barlow *, LefiusÞ, 
lotus ||, Suarez g, Salas q, Du Yall ** (the 
king's Profeſſor at Sorbonne) Panormitan Sg: 
Wannnes Malderus |||, Laymannus 4+, and all 
Lnoniſts, Fleury aſſures us (ad An. 7 94. 


uri, 58.) that Pope Adrian would have pan 
- won the Weſtern Churches the ſecond 
ru 


uncil of Nice, yet that they would not 
ſ:ccive it for many Ages after, which ſhews, 
it a Reception of the People is neceſſary to 
mke a Popiſh Council obligatory, even in 
bints of Doctrine and Worſhip. 

It would lead me too much out of the 
Way to particularize upon this Diſtinction, 
chat Councils and Practices are gone into 
heſuetude, what were never admitted, and 
herefore ceaſe to oblige every Engliſhman by 
he very Laws of the Romiſh Church: It 
weht to look hazardous of Salvation to prefer 
private poſitive Opinion againſt ſo many 


—— 
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Epiſt. Præſ. p. 115, 116, &c. 
Lib. 2. De Jure & Juſtit. c. 22. diſp. 23. 

In 3. p. D. Th. qu. 45. addit. art. 5. q. 5. 

\ Lib. 4. De Legib. cap. 16. & 19. 

In 1, 2. D. Th. qu. 96. d. 13. §. 2. | 
Lib. De Suprema Romani Pont. Authoritate, p. 417. 
In cap. 1. De Treugs & Pace. 

In 1, 2. D. Th. ad qu. 90. Art. 3. Dub. 2. 

it Lib. 1. Theol. Moral. tr. 4. c. 3. n. 4. & Fo 
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always the ſame, and when we hear ſuch | 


Doctors, and the whole Nation we live ir 
which admits the four Firſt General Council 
and the Canons and Code of the Univerſf 
Church, and drops the corrupt Councils 1 
have heard of. 

As for the depoſing Doctrine, the Faq ine 
ſhewed what Spirit guided ſuch Teacher 
Had St. Paul been of their Mind, he woulf 
have told the Chriſtians whom he wrote ti 
from his Impriſonment at Rome, another Story 
for any one may be Maſter of another Man 
Life who underyalues his own : But he en 
horts his People to be ſubje& to the verſ 
worſt of Tyrants, even for Conſcience-ſake 
he would neither have Nero depoſed nc 
murdered. Nay, Pagan Rome was in thi 
more Orthodox than Chriſtian Rome, and thi 
Heathen Ponti ces far better Doctors 9 
Divinity, than that Biſhop's Councils were di 
Chriſtianity ;. for thoſe broke into the Moral 
Law of Nature, which is far more indiſpend 
ſable than even any particular Revelation 
God, as we may obſerve in David's eating 
the Shew- Bread. 

As for the other Councils, that eichei 
judged unjuſtly, or defined contradiftory 
Propoſitions for Articles of Faith, the leaf 
we can ſay is, they were falſe, for Truth 1 t 


Councils alledged to guide us by, we mult 
remember the Words of my Text, That a 
Evil A 
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ig Spirit went forth to deceive, and is a 
ring Hirit in the Mouth of all fach Prophets. 


= My Second Part is to prove, That the 
mne Spirit reigns in the ſame Place when 
ey preach an univerſal Supremacy. 


if we caſt an Eye upon the Holy Scrip- 
res, they warrant no ſuch Thing ; for 
though our Bleſſed Saviour told Simon that 
vas Peter, he did not tell him, Thou art 
W kock *; but by giving him a Name re- 
ang to a Rock, he would ſignify, that by 
e Purity of his Faith, which he had con- 
kled, he was related to the Rock, which 
as Chriſt, and by the Grace of Adoption, 
Fas ſli pt off the wilg Olive, to be gratted into 
good Olive Tree. 

There are, indeed, ſeveral Decretal Epiſtles 
aded down to us as from primitive Popes, 
hat offer to make this Supremacy Scriptural 
ing octrine; but Cardinal Bona of Liturgies, 
„in J, and all other Learned Men agree, 
it all Decretals of Popes to the End of the 
bird Century, are ſpurious and forged. 
bon after that Time Pope Marcellus 18 
ih dought in to aſſert the ſame ; but 'tis un- 
ain whether or no there was ever ſuch a 


3 — > 


F Mat. Xvi. 1 8. 


f Dy Pin, Abr. Vol. II. P- 16, 17. 
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Man, for Euſebius and T heodoret, "oy F 
they give us a Liſt of Popes, yet they kne 7 
nothing of him; and for his Council | 
Sinueſſa, where they ſay it was exclaimed, Prin f 
 gedes a nemine Fudicatur, is by Du Pin, & 
ſtamped down for a Part of a Abulo ö 
Legend, although it is placed in their Divir 
Offices. The Eptfiles attributed to him be 
the ſame Weight of Nullity, for they vel 
inſcribed to Men who could not have li liv 
at the Time that he might, Beſides, tl 
ſhutting up of young Children in Monaſtic N 
the ſhaving of Monks, and veiling of Nun 
were not Things practiſed, or pradticable 
Diocleſian 's 3 *, when he is ſuppoſch 
to have lived. 5 

After Marcellus, one Euſebius is foiſted i 
to fill up a Vacancy, and make up a Sug 
ceſſion, but no Authors of Note ever kne 
ſuch a Man. That he may not be force 
upon the Stage to do nothing, he is ſaid ta 
be Author of three Epiſtles quoted by Bk 
larmine, but Labbe, p. 1380, ſhews whal 
Modern Writers they are ſtolen from. 5 
Melchiades is ſuppoſed to have ſucceedel 
him, and is faid to have written a Letter td 
prove the univerſal Supremacy (, and thf 
* is a Sacrament. But this Epiſtl 
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* Howel's Pontif. 
9 Pontif. l. 2. c. 14. 


Preached at Mancheſter College. 29 
has not the ſame Date in the Pontifical, which 
it has in Baronius, ofie of them dates it after 
his Death. And Bellarmine ||, though he 
quotes it, yet confeſſes he cannot warrant it. 
This Pope is joined in Joint-Commiſſion with 
three French Biſhops in Eccleſiaſtical Matters 
by Conſtantine, ſo that then there was no 
Supremacy. As for Sylveſter's preſiding in 
the Council of Mice, it can never be believed 
as long as Eiiſebius tells us *, that Conſtantine 
fate there on a gilded Throne at the Head of 
the Council; and Socrates 4, that he 
governed all Eccleſiaſtical Matters out of 
the Church Doors; and Baronius d, that he 
acted the Part of a Moderator there. 

In 336, Sylveſter is ſucceeded by Pope 
Mark, from whom St. Athanasius, they tell 
ue you, received a Copy of the Nicene Acts, in 
nc Number 70. But this Fable was minted 
real to make Way for the forged Arabick Canons, 
id fs againſt the Genuine 20. By theſe they 

3d would perſuade us that the Pope is to con- 
firm Councils, that Appeals are to be made 
to him, and that extreme Unction is a Sacra- 
ment. But Durandus, a Biſhop in the 
Council of Vienna, knew nothing of theſe 


Ms 


— 
— 


Cabaſſut. An. 313. 

* Euſeb. vit. Conſtant. lib. 3. c. 10. 
+ Socrates in Prol. 

§ Baron. An. 325. n. 73. 


hat - Canons ; 
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Letter was never heard of 100 Vears after it 


| Mark was dead on the Notes of Ocfober, 


that in his Time the Supremacy was no 


Canons; he ſays , Pope Felix inſtituted 
that Sacrament at the Command of St. James, 
though he lived 500 Years after him. And 
Mabillon obſerves d, that the Name of it 
was hardly known till the End of the 12th 
Century. As to the Canons of Mie, Cæci- 
lianus of Carthage, St. Auguſtin, St. Cyril, 
Tpeodoret, I/idore, and Ruffinus, knew but 
of twenty. In the Diſpute betwixt Rome 
and Africa about the Nicene Canons, this 


ſhould have been written. Beſides, that 
Epiſtle ſays, the Pope ſent 70 Canons to 
Athanaſius in Egypt, whereas Athanaſius was 
then in Bamiſhment in France: Moreover, 
this Epiſtle is dated X Cal. Novemb. in the 
Conſulſhip of Nepotiay and Facundus *, but 


that is, above a Fortnight before he could 
have wrote it. After this Pope Siricius and 
Innocent the Firſt, his Letters about the 
Supremacy are all rejected by Learned Men. 

Pope Boniface the Firſt plainly ſhews us, 
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received Right of that See; for in his Letters 
he ſupplicates the Emperor againſt irregular 
Elections: His genuine Epiſtles carry with 
them an Air and Strain of Humility, he uſes 
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no Bullying; he ſpeaks in a meek Stile to 
his Brother Biſhops, he exhorts all to a 


Brotherly Love, and Chriſtian Charity: S6 
that we ſee the four Firſt Centuries clear of 


any Papal Authority. And if it was right 


then to be without it, we ſhould not have 
it now. 

But let us ſee how it began and ola 
In the Year 445, Pope Leo the Furſt, after he 
had grievouſly miſuſed St. Hilary Archbiſhop 
of Arles, for ſtanding up for the antient 
Privileges of his, and all other Nations, 
againſt the Incroachments of Rome, obtained 
from the Emperor Valentinian a Decree, 
whereby all Biſhops of the Weſt were ſub- 
jected to him, forbid to do any Thing with- 
out him, and commanded to appear at his 
Bar, whenever he ſhould ſummon them. 
This Decree is dated on the Ides of June, 
the 16th Conſulſhip of Valentinian, four 


Years before the Landing of the Saxons in 
Britain, under Hengiſt. Hen was laid the 


Foundation of Popery; here was fixed a Bane 
of Chriſtianity, the Extirpation of the antient 
Diſcipline, a perpetual Exile to the Decrees 
of the four Firſt General Councils: Here the 
Freedom of Churches was given up, Chriſtian 
Biſhops enſlaved; and what a Heathen Nero 
could not do by Racks and Gibbets, a 
Chriſtian Valentinian has done, by ſuffering 
J himſelf to be wheedled by a Roman Pontiff. 
Ide Blood of Martyrs made the Church 


flouriſh, 
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1 4. but this Decree has given it a mortal 

1 Stab ; nay worſe, it has doſed it with a |, 
ET mortal, but lingring Poiſon, which when it; 
1 works, will work Schiſm into Churches, 

4 Confuſion into States, dethrone Monarchs, WI. 
h gepoſe Biſhops, and bring the whole World = 
i into Deſolation and Calamities. After this fl 

4 Decree, we may truly ſay, the Spring-time MY; 
and Summer-Days of the Church are paſt, g, 
4 cloudy Weather now, and Storms hover - i 
'} over God's Inheritance. But this was to be! ft 
There was to be a falling away firft, that 
the Man of Sin might be revealed, the Son of ® 
Perdition, who oppoſe th and exalteth himfe =. 
| above all that is called God, or that is wore WY; 
h ' ſhipped, ſo that he as God fitteth i in the Temple 3 
of God *, and upon the very Altars too, to Hf 
be adored as every new Pope does. I 
| After this, Pope Felix mounts the Chair 4, I. 
}! and excommunicates Acacius Patriarch of Con- i; 
| ftantinople, for not anſwering at his Tribunal. I 
! Pope Gelaſſus in 493, charges the Greeks I 
with Diſobedience to his See, and challenges Ib 
1 the Sovereign Authority of judging all * 
=: Matters of Religion. 

x In 501 0, Pope Symmachus excommunicates | 
Fi the Emperor for not concerning himſelf in | 
Eccleſiaſtical Matters, viz. for not razing | 
Acacius's Name out of the Diptycks. 
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WJ Pope Boniface the Second, in 531, ex- 
ommunicated Dioſcorus his Competitor after 
it is Death. | | 

s, Pope Vigilius (good Man!) after having 
W:ſed his Predeceſſor to die for Hunger in 
Wc Iſle of Palmaria, through great Sums 
id to Beliſarius *, becomes Pontiff: He 
In his private Letters profeſſed himſelf an 
M:tychian; in his Publick he condemned 
Wim of Hereſy. He alſo condemned the 
! impreſs Theodora and the Acephali, but joined 
with them afterwards. 

in 604 +, Pope Boniface the Third ob- 
nined of Phocas the Primacy over Churches; 
is ſuppoſed for approving of that Uſurper's 
zutchery of his Maſter, and all the Princes 
I the Blood. However, this is another 
MJ Corner-Stone of Popery, and will make now 
Foundation in the Eaſt, for the two other 
des of the Building of the New Babylon, 
ss VFalentinian's Decree did in the Weſt : So 
hat Babylon now will be a four-fquare City, 
o mimick that of the heavenly Jeruſalem; 
but on the Foundations are not written the 
Names of the Twelve Apoſtles, of the Lamb, 
or any of their Writings, but there are 
© orged Epiſtles, flung in there for 400 Years 
FF zether ; and what gives the Building the 


"CENT 


| Anno 538. 
Fleury, 1. 32. nn. 56, 57, 58. 
Fleury, l. 35. & Du Pin, Cent. 7. c. 4. 


E greateſt 


ope 
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greateſt Strength and Veneration, are th&\ 
Grants of Lay-Princes, though gilded ove t 
with Divine Titles. And rather than b&@' 
without Saints Names, they have put o 
ſome that never lived, they have Lives q 
others made by Men of Invention, 7 or 800 
Years after their Deaths, to ſupply the 
Defe& of Hiſtory. And theſe are put int 
the Divine Offices, as Fleury obſerves off 
St. Laurence ||, St. 2 lement, St. Sebaſtian (1 
St. Cecily alſo, and all the antient Martyrg 
whoſe bare Names in the Kalendar, Gregory 
the Firſt vouches to be only own! in wy | 
Time *. PA 1 
This is the Ichnography of that Church | 


| om a—_ 


LI C5 wm — 


that cenſures all the World, is the Spouſg! 


t 
of Chriſt, unſpotted, without Wrinkle, and t 
Infallible, as much as a Child of Forgery and I 
Flattery may be. A Church, not begottel I : 
in Chriſt, but invented by F orgeries, and c 
thus eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Eaft and 
Weſtern Empires, has brought forth ſuch 
Fruits, as may often give us Cauſe enough o 
to weep, even with Tears of Blood. A 
Worſhip full of Pageantry, rich DreſſcgM / 
gaudy Shews, antick Poſtures, Heathen j 
Habits, for the moſt part Female fills 13 
Chriſtian Chancels, blinds the Eyes of the 


Fleury, l. 38. n. 26, 28. 


Heury, l. 46, 41. 
* S. Gr. Ep. ad Eulogium A! lexand, 
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| ſulgar, and takes from them the Thought 
achat God is to be worſhipped, not in theſe 
LY Things, but in Spirit and Truth, 


Du Pin clearly ſhews 4, that no Metro- 
political Dignity was inſtituted by Chriſt, 


) | that all Biſhops were equal; the primitive 


> Councils ſhew, that the Patriarchal Sees had 
int their Pre-eminence only in regard to the 


[JJ Grandeur of the Cities; and as to all Supre- 
CY macy that is otherwiſe laid Claim to, let us 
SY know that it is ſpurious, and that a lying 
TY Spirit fits at the Tongues-End of ſuch 
Teachers. | 


But I am afraid I keep you too long, and 


FJ <{paſs upon your Patience; ſo I conclude, 


TY begging that we may all of us purſue Truth 
and find it, and fix our Thoughts there in 
1 this World, that we may enjoy the Fountain 


Aok it for all Eternity in the next. 


And now for myſelf, I thank Jeſus Chriſt 


| | our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he 


counted me Faithful, putting me in the Mini- 


T | ry; who was before a Blaſphemer, and In- 
oY /urious. But I obtained Mercy, becauſe Idid it 


guorantly in Unbelief: 1 Tim. i. Ver. 12, 13. 
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+ Du Pin de Antiq. Eccleſ. Diſcipl. 5. 6, 7. 


_ drawn up and read by the Paracurs, 


WILLIAM HUDLESTON, tld 
| eldeſt Son living of Henry Hudleſton, late 
of Sa/ton- Hall, inthe County of Cambridge ,Efq; 
ke Maſter and Director of studies, Secte- a 
tary of the Engl; if Benedidtin Order, Deputy 4 
of the General, "and Deputy of the Lord Abbot 
of Lambſpring to the General Chapter, twice 
appointed Repreſentative to the Court of Rome, 
Deputy ſent to the Pope's Nuncio in Flanders, ft 
by the Provincial and Province of Canterbury, if 
and lately Confeſſor elect of Sion-Hbuſe; DOM 
in the Preſence of GOD, and this Congre- 1 
gation, ſincerely and unfeignedly Renounce thefi 
Infallibility of the Church of Rome, the Supre 
macy of the Pope, the Doctrine of Seven Sacra- 
ments, of Tranſubſtantiation, of Invocation 
of Saints, of Purgatory, of Indulgences, of 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue, of Merits, 
of Juſtification by Works, and all other Errors 
of the ſaid Romiſh Church. And I do, fron 
my Heart, embrace the Doctrine and Prin- 31 
ciples of the Church of England, as conform- 
able to that of the Apoſtolical and Primitive 

Ages. In the Holy Communion of this 
Church I promiſe to live and die: | 


2 n n 3 n N 7 


So help me GOD ; 


'; hr Haufe, 


